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Opposition to Galo Plaza in Ecuador has been increasing apreciibly since 
he took office on 1 September 1949. 


2. The Co-munists are reported to have decided to take advantage of Plaza's 
statement that he would not declare the Part: illegal. They are acvordingly 
endeavoring to organize all nolitical op-osition to Plaza into a solid 
coalition, and to organize a series of paralysing labor strikes. 


=i 3. On 31 August 1948, it ws learned that the directors of the Vanguardia 
Revolucionaria Socialists Neustoriana (VRSE), radical Socialist and pro- 
Com-unist party, had prepared to purchase 2 second-hand orinting press in 
Lima, Peru, for the publication in Eenador of anti-Plaza vroparanda. Carlos 
Guevara Moreno, former ‘Minister of Government under Dr. Velasco Tbarra, was 
said to be the VRSE leader in Guayaquil who would devote himself to the 
task of orranizing nolitical opnosition against Plazh in the Guayaquil srea. 


4. ODurine the first wee's in Sentember, Communist leaders in Iuito made 
strenuous efforts to form a coalition with the VRSE, left-wing Socialists, 
and radical Liberals, ‘hey spread the rumor that Plaza was going to make 
many chanres in the Government's personnel, honing thereby to create 
discontent. The Communists also expitalized on the growing discontent of 
many Socialist and Liberal menbers who felt that their parties had not 
received what they felt to be a just share of government posts. Both themes 
were fevorably received, although no concrete steps were taken towards 
forming a coalition. The Communists have also stated boldly that the Plaza 
administration could not be expected to remain in o®fice for sore than six) 
°25X1X months. 

Fe 5. Upon his return to quito from Guayaquil on 4 Sentember following the 
inauguration of the President, Dr. Antonio Parra Velasco, pro-Comminist 
Minister of Foreign Relations under Arosemena, imctediately set to wor’ on 
plans for his own candidacy for the presidency. He appointed sore of his 
friends to form an unofficiaFGéiimittes which would svonser this eandidacy. 
Ne expects to find support from the present opposition groups. Parra Velasco 
has told his intimate friends, ineluding Communi ste. thet he did not exnecs 
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Plaga to fuiftli his term of office. 

* 
During the vee of 4 te 14 Sentenher 1943, it was renorted that the 
diseontent aminst the Plaza administration apneirs] to have increased 
consiierably. Leaters of the Movimiento Civico temosratico “acional (MODN), 
Galo Plaga's Party, were revealing this crowing “iscontent pirtienlariy. 
Ther hat oxecto? that Plaza wold give narticulor attention an’ nraPerende 
to his ow varty, and esneciall: to those Leacere who had wor'ted the h-rdest 
to cringe stout his aezession tq power. These Leaders stited that the MCDN 
was the only real nolitieal sbreupth behind Plaga ani th2at, if he nerleeted 
this eroun, he would find? himself cornletely abandoned by all nolitical 
parties. The MOON leators feel thit- they hive been betrave’ by Plaga who 
has deen filling noct rovernment nosts with versons who contributes very 
Little if anything to his election. These MODN leaders have formed snall 
op osition crouns and claim that the Farty as such is Slowly disinte: -ating. 


Within the Airectorshin of the NCDN, many leaders comnlain that Plaga, aside | 
®rom irnoring the Party on nolitical appointments, has been rude and abrunt 


‘with many o” his followers. An examule of this treatment oceurred on 10 


Senterther 1943 when a Jelepation of the MCDN Comittee, Pgovinee of Imbabura, 
requeste? an interview with Plsga in order to recom-end 2 nerson fer the vost 
of Thief? of Sepuridad in the province, ‘fhe Presicent «ent the delegation 
waiting for severrl days, nd then referred it to the Minister of Covernnent 
who disvissed the grown sir arily and brusquely. After this exnerience, the 
head of the deleration, who had been the leader of the MCDN in the Province 
of Imbabura, informed others of the Party in nite that, from that moment on, 
he would do all. he could to vrorote the fall of Plaza and his Minister of 
Government. 


On 11 Sevtember 1943, the leading members of the MODN in drito held a closed 
meeting in a vrivate residence in order to discuss trends within the Party. 
During this neeting, many accusations of betrayal were hurled at Plaza and 

there wis open talk of displacing him. One member mentioned the strength 

of the Party in trite among the oublic and in the Army, stating that once 
convince’ of Plaza's betrayal they wold be sufficiently strong to out him 

ont of office. Another member sugrested thit the diffierlty mipht be caused 

by the fact that, as lonr 1c the National Congress was in secsion, Plaza had 

to be e2rcfi) not to sanpoint too many from his own party, to tvoid Conrressiczal 


‘oojertions. It wis finally serced that all opposition within the Tart’ sho-ld 


be restrained until after Sonrress het aijournad, in orter to juire Plaza'ts 
attitude tower? the Party when free from restrictions. It was also apreed 
that a delegation be anovint=d to go to Plaza to explain the critical 
situation which existed within the MODN. 


This deleration had a lone conference with the President, who received the 
delegation in a friendly svirit and listened to their commlaints. He then 
oxmlained that he was not responsible for the anncintments rade by his 
ministers, but thet he woule speak to them to romedy the situation. Plaza 
added that he contemplated inviting all his MCDN friends to his hacienda 

for a confidential conference. Plaga then strted in a warning manner thet they 
shonld xeen in mind, clearly, thet there were not governmental positions for 
everyone. . 


Party leaders were dissatisfied with tha resu’ts of the meeting, and arringed 
another conference for 17 September, \t this second meeting, the President 
was oresente? with a list of apprintnents which the Party de-anided as its 


share in the Government. This list had been nrenered by lesders in }:ito 
and it was sigmed by fifty presidents of local committees. Fiaza is 
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revorted to hive state?, "It is true thet the * overent helne? me ret into 
nquer, but fam not married te it. I met vor'e vith all the n«triots of the 
comtry and not just vith one voliticeal narty." After 1. urie? diseresion of 
the subject, one delzrate said that the deloration was nlavnine to mace the - 
MCDN a nermanont nolitical mirty, to which Plaga is sai? to anve raclied, 
"That is un to you." 


this delopition returre? to its headquirters sovnlotel Jeflated, sine> it 
had stased cverrthing on this show of force but hed accomnlished nothing, 

“Liza's ro-etions sere very iscouraring to the “art le. ors. 

In the evenine of 17 Heste der, 1 meeting of about Pir Vv morbers was held 

in the MCD headquarters in ‘ito. [nis Valdonado Tamayo, firurative head 
of the Party, mive a lone t21 on the situation and the Party's efforts to 


— wor’s with Plaza, and concluded his remarts by sayine that, from thit momert on, 


he vould toad the onnosition to Plaza, and requested those me=bers who wo:ld 
be with hin to stand um. Cniy ten stood to be counted. In vrivite dise-ssion 
followings the neotinr, ialeonade wis counseles by many of his follovers that 
the time was not opportime, because the people in general vers still UNAWaAre 
of any op»osition to Plaza, There uas also some Goudt of whether the irmy 
element could yet be counted unon to waver fron its supnort of the Presi‘ent. 
Treodiately followine th conference between NCDN leaders and Plaza on 17 
Sentember, Plaza extended an invitation to all volitical pirties, including 
the MCDN, to present their vlans and ororrars and to agtend a series of 
conferonces with him in orter te vor's toward rreater cooneretion with the 
Government. This invitation wis not favorzbly receive? by the NCDN, which 
felt that Plaza was now trying to pin support from the Liberal, Socialist, 
and Conservative Parties, all of which he had helped render impotent during 
the elections by orranizing the MCDN from all the parties mentioned. The 
NCDN was told that it should present 9 prorram ind that it would receive 

the same consideration as did the other parties, 


The oprosition forces within the MODY vepan to collect money for their anti- 
Plaza program, ond Luis Maldonado Tamayo assumed the leadership of the 
opnosition group and was riven a salary to wor't on. He has approached the 
Socialist Part, to which he formerly belongedand is currently discussing 
was and means of formins a coalition apainst the Government. The Socialist 
Party reacted im-sdiately and, on 19 Sentember, disnatched snccial deleritions 
to contact the Party's Snctions throughout the country. The outward 

mission of these Jtelerates is to strenrthen the Party an’ to do cultural 

work, It is renorted tht their mission is actually to oreanize for a "social 
revolution". <Althonrh it is peneralt: believed that the Soctalist Party is 
without funds, it oro-ntly annointed the above delerates and vrovided then 
with both travelling exvenses and sixty sueres 1 day. , 


dvrine the evening of 19 Sentenher, a meeting vas held betveen Communist 

an? Soctalist leaders in luito in which the subjects of collaboration arainst 
the Covernment an’ cooperation in conducting strikes were discussed. The 
leaders *inally cane to an arreenent in principle, the details of which are 
not aviilable at the moment. 


It is revorted that the opnosition is wor'inr quickly and enerretieally within 
the armed forces an? the Guardia Civil, It anticinites that the month of 
October 1943 will oresent the best on-ortunity for a revolt, 2s 211 of the 
conscripts will hove left the Army, and the Guardia Civil, where the opnosition 
has its rreatest supnort, will be at its stron--st ratio with the irmy. On 

18 an? 19 Sentenver, several conferonces vere held by opnosition factions, 
seekxinr to *orm a conlition of ulberal, Socialist, and Com~mist Parties. 
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The MODN, from all. prretica® considerations, is so badly snlit at this 
tlre that it is rendered ineffective and may searcely be called a voliticeal 
entity. 
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Com-onts Althourh the public is renerally unware of the situation 
aad is anpirently satisfied with the Plaza administration, it is annarent 
that a fairly larre opposition is forming rapidly against the administration. 
Funds are Deing collected and from un'mown souress. It is pointed out thit 
Calo Plaza came into nover. throurh a very close margin anil is apnarently 
rapidly losinz the support of his owm ICDN party. The Conse-vative Party, 
the stronrest party in Ecuador, is not belleved to be particinating in the 
omosition to Plaza, since it is reported to Se content with its nosition. ) 
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